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Our elementary talmidim re-

joiced together in a multi-

sensory Chanukah celebration.  

O u r 

activity 

began 

w i t h 

t a l m i -

d i m 

c o l -

lecting 

h u n -

d r e d s 

of scat-

t e r e d 

p e n -

n i e s 

f r o m 

t h e 

outside 

y a r d 

and placing them in individual 

class bags for safe keeping. 

At the appointed time all grades 

came outside to our blocked off 

front parking area and were 

challenged with creating their 

very own grade’s Chanukah 

masterpiece made from only 

pennies! Dreidels, menorahs, 

and latkes came in many 

shapes and sizes. Some even 

w e r e 

b u i l t 

i n t o 

3D! 

Before 

t h e y 

k n e w 

it the 

ta lmi -

d i m 

g a t h -

e r e d 

ins ide 

for our 

grand 

M e s i -

b a , 

i n -

cluding beautiful nugunnim ac-

companied by Rabbi Reischer 

and his guitar, their own iced 

teas, chocolate Chanukah gelt 

and of course delicious donuts 

generously sponsored by Mr. 

Tuesday, December 10 

4:00 Early Dismissal 

Grades 4-6 
 

Tuesday Evening, December 10 

Parent Teacher  Conferences 

(Jewish Book Fair) 
 

Friday, December 13 

Asara B’Teves - regular sessions 
 

Shabbos Parshas Vayechi 

December 14 

The Lazars join the Passaic  

community for Shabbos 
 

7:30 p.m. Oneg Shabbos at the 

home of Rabbi & Mrs. Wiederman, 

195 Elmwood Avenue 
 

8:30 a.m. davening at The Ahavas 

where Rabbi Lazar will give the 

D’rosha at the Main Minyan 
 

6:15 - 7:15 p.m. Avos U’banim -  

Father and Son Learning  

at The Aguda  

with special story to be told by 

Rabbi Lazar 

Pennies with Personality 
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even when they are dressed up 

in their uniforms. Firemen are our 

friends, they're here to help!! 

One very special aspect of hav-

ing this particular fireman visit 

was that Fireman Moshe is a 

frum Yid and a very special 

community helper. Fireman 

This past week, in preparation for 

Chanukah and to participate in 

Fire Safety Month, Clifton Che-

der made time for a visit from 

fireman Moshe. Fireman Moshe 

taught the Early Childhood stu-

dents all about fire safety, espe-

cially not to be afraid of firemen 

A Friendly Firefighter 

Moshe answered questions from 

our children and yes, he even  

needs to go out on Shabbos 

sometimes because HE IS SAV-

ING LIVES! Our children were 

beautifully behaved and polite. 

We are so proud of them!! 
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visited our classrooms.  They got 

a chance to enjoy various crafts, 

play some Chanukah games as 

well as sing along with us in cele-

bration of Chanukah. We loved 

getting a chance to show off 

the works in our rooms, as well as 

the yummy treats we had for our 

chagiga. Thank you to all our 

parents and family members 

and friends for joining us! 

Thank you to the Mittels for the 

Chanukah treats, we can never 

get enough of their wonderful 

baked goods. A special thank 

you as well to Mrs. Gonsher for 

The early Childhood sure was 

ready for Chanukah’s arrival. 

Along with all the preparation 

that goes into Chanukah, each 

classroom was bursting with spe-

cial Chanukah learning activities 

from Chanukah matching to bin-

go, counting and patterning 

with dreidels and candles as well 

as building dreidels out of 

shapes.  

The highlight of our celebration 

was our Chanukah Chagiga. It 

was so much fun having our 

families: mommies, daddies, 

bubbies and aunts and friends 

(continued from page x) 

organizing the Jewish Book fair 

and to Mrs. Kagan for help in 

setting it up. Thank you to par-

ents who purchased books for 

the classrooms; you made our 

teachers so happy. 

If you did not get a chance to 

purchase books for your chil-

dren you will have another op-

portunity during Parent’s Teach-

er Conferences next Tuesday. 

Remember that each book you 

purchase earns us books for our 

classroom libraries! 

Enjoy our full page coverage of 

pictures on pages 4-5.  

C.C.C.C.C. - Clifton Cheder Children Celebrate Chanukah 

Thank You To.. 
- the Zidell family for dedicating a day of 

learning on December 2nd, ט כסלו“כ , in 

honor of the birth of their grandson, Ye-

hudah Shmuel נ“ .  

A Warm Welcome 
Welcome to our newest student who has 

recently joined our Cheder: Yehuda Da-

vidovici (Pre1A Boys) 

Mazel Tov to..  
Mrs. Rivkah Isaacs (Early Childhood Director) on the birth of a 

granddaughter in Eretz Yisroel.  

“By then, the donkey will probably have 

a white beard.” 

A 4th grader’s response when 

chazzering the Rashi that describes 

Moshe’s donkey to be the same one 

that Mashiach will iy”H ride on.  

Quotable Quotes 

 

Harav Nosson Weissman א “של ט , Mashgiach at Yeshiva of 

Passaic, father-in-law of our Rabbi Yehuda Plym, speaking to 

two of our talmidim following his visit to the 5th and 6th 

grades.  

Dismissal Change 
Due to upcoming Parent Teacher Con-

ferences dismissal for grades 4-6 will also 

be at 4:00 p.m. We are sorry for the late 

notice. 

Special Guest 
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For Example: I feel very angry 

when my pencil is taken without 

my permission because I try to 

take good care of my things. I 

need for you to apologize to 

me, give me back my pencil, 

and not do it again, O.K.? 

A few things of note: 

Step 1: The communicator’s feel-

ings are expressed in Step 1. The 

communicator must be proac-

tive in this step, “owning” the 

feeling and stating it clearly to 

the listener. The whole communi-

cation process immediately 

breaks down if the communica-

tor is reactive and “blames” the 

listener for his feeling. 

Step 2: This begins the process of 

communicating what hap-

pened. This step needs to be as 

objective as possible. Just state 

the facts-no blame. In the exam-

ple above, the facts were stated 

when the communicator 

said,“….my pencil was taken 

without permission.” The commu-

nication would immediately 

change tone and effectiveness 

if the communicator had said, 

“you stole my pencil.” The word 

“stolen” would put the listener 

on the defensive, place a stum-

bling block between the two 

parties and be a setup for 

“battle mode”. 

We always stress that communi-

cation is with someone even if 

you are disagreeing and that 

choosing “blaming” words only 

intensifies a conflict. 

Step 3: This is a follow up to step 

By Rabbi Daniel Presberg,  

Rebbe, Grade 1 

The dictionary defines communi-

cation as “the imparting or inter-

change of thoughts, opinions, or 

information by speech, writing, 

or signs.” 

As we all know, sometimes, un-

fortunately, the interchanging or 

imparting of ideas can be 

fraught with blunders or even 

cause more misunderstanding. 

This problem is usually exacer-

bated when trying to resolve a 

conflict. If proper communica-

tion techniques and conflict res-

olution skills are not learned and 

practiced, an effort to com-

municate may wind up causing 

more conflict, frustration, and be 

a missed opportunity for better-

ing the relationship. 

In Kita Alef, we teach what we 

call “The 4 Steps”. These are four 

steps to effective communica-

tion and conflict resolution. This 

process is taught, so that when a 

conflict arises there is a means of 

resolving it. Like any methodolo-

gy, it is important to realize that it 

is not a magic formula which 

immediately resolves the con-

flict. It is, however, a way to re-

member that we always want to 

speak “with” someone (not 

against them) and these steps 

helps our words reflect that ap-

proach. 

"The 4 Steps" 

1) I feel… 

2) When… 

3) Because… 

4) I need .... o.k.? 

(continued from page x) 

one. This step is explaining why, 

objectively, the communicator 

is “feeling” what they are 

“feeling”. Once again–no 

blame!!! 

Step 4: The final step has the 

person state what he needs, 

which is really the objective of 

the whole communication pro-

cess. To realize that we have 

“needs” and that “unmet 

needs” can become a point of 

conflict is a very important 

learning point for the students. 

When a person has feelings, the 

feelings themselves are often 

indicators that a need is being 

met or unmet. The four step pro-

cess began because the com-

municator has an unmet need. 

In our example above, the need 

could have been to get the 

pencil, receive an apology, or 

to be assured that it will not 

happen again (or all three). It is 

an extremely important process 

for the communicator to look 

within himself and identify what 

that  “need” is and then to 

communicate that need to the 

listener. Just the realization and 

understanding that there is a 

“need” is sometimes enough, 

even if the need, in the end, 

ultimately goes unmet. 

As with any learning, modeling 

these steps for our children, and 

having them see how conflicts 

can be resolved peacefully is 

extremely important. After see-

Got an Issue? Have you “4 Stepped” it? 

(continued on page 8) 
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and Mrs. Mittel! 

The talmidim listened intently to Rabbi Lazar sharing the amazing story of how in 1941 Rav Chaim Stein ל“זצ , 

later to become the Telzer Rosh Hayeshiva, through his deep desire to perform מצוות was miraculously  זוכה 

to be able to light Chanukah candles aboard a train traveling across Russia. 

After difficult deliberations our judges Mrs. Goldfarb and Mrs. Kaplan chose the 6th grade class as the win-

ners of our Chanukah 5774 Penny Contest. Each 6th grader received his own Chanukah Sand Art Kit as a 

prize. All talmidim were winners, as they divided up their pennies as Chanukah Gelt from the Cheder! 

Special thanks to Rabbi Elchanan Erlanger for initiating and planning this enjoyable schoolwide event.  

(continued from page 1) Pennies with Personality 



If you haven’t yet signed up for Tuesday's Parent 

Teacher Conferences you can still do so until Sun-

day morning 11:00 a.m. 

Please follow the attached detailed instructions to 

navigate our new Infograsp system.  
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THANK YOU... THANK YOU... THANK YOU... 

The Clifton Cheder Staff wishes to personally 

thank each and every parent who contributed 

to the staff Chanukah presents. They are very 

much appreciated!  

Special Hakaras Hatov is due to Mrs. Kister for 

spearheading the project ably assisted by Mrs. 

Winiarz. Thank you to Mrs. Zarkhin, too, for her 

guidance. 

Reminder 

 

She i las  Hashavua:  

The long, the short, the black, the white, the his, the hers, and the theirs. 
  

Q: Which seven days in the Jewish calendar does the above 
phrase refer to? In your answer, explain each part of the phrase. 

Last issue’s question and answer: 

 

Q: Which 4 רק ם  in משנ ות begin 

with the word  מאמת“ ”? 

 

A: 

1) 1st Perek of Brachos 

2) 8th Perek of Pei’ah 

3) 3rd Perek of Shvi’is 

4) 1st Perek of Taanis 

Sheilas Hashavua 

Name:__________________________________ 

Rebbe:____________________Grade:_______ 

Answer:_________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

_________________________________________ 

Assistance given by: 

_________________________________________ 

Reminder! You may receive assistance from anyone who  

is not a student or a staff member at the Cheder! 

Reminder: 

All correct entries will be entered into a monthly raffle.  

Additionally, all correct entries will be entered into a twice yearly grand raffle.  

ing the process in action, these steps can be developed as a practical life time habit. 

I AM FEELING a bit nervous WHEN I picture the reader finishing this article BECAUSE it is hard (for me) to 

properly explain this process and maybe the importance of these steps was not communicated effective-

ly. I NEED for you, the reader, to try it out when you find yourself in conflict. Can you do that? 

(continued from page 6) Got an Issue? Have you “4 Stepped” it? 



SAFETY / TRAFFIC 

ALERT 

Please be extra vigilant 
at Friday dismissal to 
enter our parking lot 

only via Industrial West 
as opposed to directly onto Industrial 

East.  

Not doing so creates an unsafe 
situation and is unfair to parents who 

follow the Cheder procedures – 
adding to their carpool waiting time. 

Please do not put our staff into the 
uncomfortable position of having to 
personally ask you to go back around 

the block.  



 

 

PARENT TEACHER CONFERENCES SIGN UP INSTRUCTIONS 

 

Please be advised that our school is now using an online system, Infograsp, for scheduling Parent 

Teacher Conference appointments. Below you will find step by step instructions for using this 

program. 

 

1. log onto https://customer.infograsp.com/apps/login.jsp 

2. Enter your ID and password. Your User ID is: your last name.last four digits of your home 
phone.ccp (example: cohen.1234.ccp). The password to log on is Welovetolearn (case 
sensitive).  

3. On the right side of the screen, under Conferences, click on Conference Participants 

4. Under the Apply button, click on the 1 in order to begin. 

This page has four sections: 

A.  Conference Participant Detail – shows the December 10th Conference day you are 
working on. 

B. Reserved Time Slots – shows the times slots you have already reserved. (currently 
empty) 

C. Available Time Slots – shows the conference times currently available for the faculty 
pertinent to your child(ren). Each slot is 10 minutes.  

D. Students Classes shows the classes that your child(ren) are enrolled in  

5. Scroll to section C, Available Time Slots. 

To view all the slots available, click on the arrow to the right of Rows and select 
the number of rows you wish to see. (up to 100) 

You can also use the                                                           to scroll through the time slots.  

6. When you see a slot that you would like to reserve, click the Re button. After the page loads, 
your reservation will now appear in Section B, Reserved Time Slots.  

All other appointments with that teacher will now disappear. Slots with other teachers at the 
time you have just reserved will disappear as well.  

Rows: 25   

 

  First Previous  |  Next Last  

 

  

 

 

https://customer.infograsp.com/apps/login.jsp
http://customer.infograsp.com/apps/process.jsp?action=display&pagename=detail.jsp&tran=Conference+Participants&func=display&subfunc=fromlist&cyc=2&eid=ConferenceID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B332%7C%24%3BConferenceParticipantID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B103951&view=EntityID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B&frow=null%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B101%7C%5E%3B&rpp=%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B100%7C%5E%3B&currrow=1
http://customer.infograsp.com/apps/process.jsp?action=display&pagename=detail.jsp&tran=Conference+Participants&func=display&subfunc=fromlist&cyc=2&eid=ConferenceID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B332%7C%24%3BConferenceParticipantID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B103951&view=EntityID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B&frow=null%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B101%7C%5E%3B&rpp=%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B100%7C%5E%3B&currrow=1
http://customer.infograsp.com/apps/process.jsp?action=display&pagename=detail.jsp&tran=Conference+Participants&func=display&subfunc=fromlist&cyc=2&eid=ConferenceID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B332%7C%24%3BConferenceParticipantID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B103951&view=EntityID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B&frow=null%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B9999999%7C%5E%3B&rpp=%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B100%7C%5E%3B&currrow=1
http://customer.infograsp.com/apps/process.jsp?action=display&pagename=detail.jsp&tran=Conference+Participants&func=display&subfunc=fromlist&cyc=2&eid=ConferenceID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B332%7C%24%3BConferenceParticipantID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B103951&view=EntityID%7C%5E%3B.IET.%7C%5E%3B&frow=null%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B9999999%7C%5E%3B&rpp=%7C%5E%3B%7C%5E%3B100%7C%5E%3B&currrow=1


 
c:\users\public\ryl\parent teachers conference\12-2 pt conference infograsp instructions.docx 
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7. Continue reserving slots until you have chosen slots for every child’s teacher(s).  

Congratulations! Your reservation has been made. 

To unreserve at any time, Use Section B, Reserved Time Slots, and click Un on the slot you 
wish to unreserve.  

8. Once you have chosen your appointment times, click on Home (top right of the screen) to 
bring you back to the Home Page. 

9. On the right side of the screen, under Conferences, click on Reserved Time Slots.  

10. On the top line of the screen, Press the arrow to the right of Display: Browse   and change 

to Printable. 

11. Press Control-P to print. 

12. Please bring your appointment schedule along with you to conferences as it includes the 
rooms your meeting(s) will be held in.  

The appointment web site will be open for scheduling starting Wednesday, December 4, at 
9:00 a.m. and will close for scheduling on Sunday, December 8, at 11:00 a.m. The website 
is available 24/7.  

Families with 3 or more children attending the Cheder can register 1 day early beginning on 
Tuesday, December 3, 9:00 a.m. in order to allow for the greatest chance of coordinating all of 
your time slots. We recommend taking advantage of this day as slots are reserved on a first-
come first serve basis.  

If, after you've scheduled an appointment, you find that you are unable to attend, please log-on 
to the system again using the instructions above and cancel (unreserve) it, making it available 
for other parents. 

Parents who do not have internet access may contact Rabbi Kagan between 9:30-10:30 a.m. 
while scheduling is open to assist you in setting up your appointments. 

We recommend arriving 10 minutes early before your first appointment, as parking is limited 
and appointments will need to end on time. 

If you are unable to attend, please be in touch with your child’s Rebbe/teacher(s) to schedule 
an alternate way to be in contact. 

 




