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Friday, May 22nd 

Pre-Shavuos 
Early Childhood: no sessions 

Elementary: 12:30 dismissal 
 

Sunday-Monday 

May 24th-25th 

Shavuos & Legal Holiday 
no sessions 

 

Tuesday, May 26th 

Isru Chag 
10:00 a.m. opening 

 

Monday, June 1st 

Trip to Abma Farms 
Kindergarten 

 

Monday - Friday 

June 1st - June 5th 

Achievement Tests 

Elementary Grades 2-7 
 

Tuesday, June 2nd 

Cheder Dinner 

6:30 p.m.  

Elementary & After Care: 

4 p.m. dismissal 
 

Sunday, June 7th 

Pre1A Siddur Celebrations 

Boys: 9:30 a.m. 

Girls: 11:15 a.m.  

CALENDAR 

May 22, 2015 

 7:55 :הדלקת נרות

ה“סיון תשע‘ ד  

Mrs. Odelia Schlisser, General Studies Principal 

Rabbi Yonah G. Lazar, Dean 

Mrs. Rivkah Isaacs, Early Childhood Director 

פ ר ש ת   ת   ד ת ר ש ת ת   ק ו ד ש     
 ע ר ת   ש ת ו ע ו ת   

CLIFTON CHEDER 

123 INDUSTRIAL EAST 

CLIFTON, NJ 07012 

(973) 472-0011  

ADMIN@CLIFTONCHEDER.ORG 

The 5th grade enjoyed a special trip to the Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation 

Headquarters located in Suffern, NY. The trip was a well-deserved treat, after 

their year long effort to learn the halachos of Shemiras Halashon through the 

Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation’s 5th grade Middos Program, Shomrei 

Halashon. 

Upon arrival, our students were warmly greeted by Rabbi Shia Steinberg, 

School Liaison, who led them through a wonderful 2 hour tour of the important 

work of the CCHF.  

Middos in the Making 

(continued on page 20) 



Tuesday Evening
June 2, 2015 • ט”ו סיון תשע”ה

The Élan
111 Route 46W, Lodi, New Jersey

Honoring

Rabbi & Mrs. Elchanan 
& Dassi Erlanger

Avodas Hakodesh Awardees

Mr. & Mrs. Josh 
& Nava Wilk

Parents of the Year

Mr. & Mrs. Sanford 
& Dina Rosenblum
Kesser Shem Tov Awardees

To make reservations or to place your 
ad please call the Cheder office

at 973.472.0011 or visit us
at www.cliftoncheder.org

Place your ad today!

Clifton Cheder
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lowed in order to write a poem. It 

is for this reason that writing a 

real poem is arguably more chal-

lenging than other more tradi-

tional forms of written expression. 

The Cheder’s goal during April 

was for our boys to develop an 

appreciation for the art of Poet-

ry. Every day, Mrs. Schlisser came 

into each class for what was 

fondly called a “pause for poet-

ry.” She read and discussed po-

ems that were relevant to the 

students and to their studies. The 

list included pieces by Robert 

Frost, Emily Dickinson, Emma Laz-

arus, Langston Hughes, Robert 

Louise Stevenson, Edgar Allan 

Poe, Jack Prelutsky, Carl Sand-

berg, and Shel Silverstein. 

The teachers analyzed many 

classical poems with their stu-

dents. They walked the students 

through the steps of poem writ-

ing, using poetic devices, captur-

ing the emotion in a defined 

way. These works were collected 

and formatted into an illustrated 

compilation of poems that was 

published, with each elementary 

school family in receipt of one 

Poetry paints images that the 

reader can relate to, and experi-

ence on an almost visceral level. 

The beauty of poetry is that one 

can pick up a book of poems, 

open to virtually any page, and 

feel a connection with a deeper 

part of themselves. What is 

unique about the imagery de-

ployed in poetry, is that it empha-

sizes the details that are often 

times overlooked, or overridden, 

in the humdrum of our busy exist-

ence. It tells the story of the dew 

drops on the unfurled petal; the 

wistful hope of a dream undone; 

a momentary epiphany of light or 

a deeper meaning of stark reali-

ties. 

There is the perception that poet-

ry is a creative form of self expres-

sion. Writing an essay or journal 

entry is significantly simpler, as 

most writing forms are restricted 

to the laws of grammar and me-

chanics. Poetry pulsates with 

rhythms and rhymes, and repeti-

tive patterns amongst the stan-

zas. There exists a format of sylla-

bles or shape to different poem 

styles, and this needs to be fol-

copy. The book of poetry that the 

students produced is an empow-

ering demonstration of the les-

sons learned, the skills acquired, 

and the inner workings of our pu-

pils. 

On April 30th there was a recital 

for grades one through seven. 

The boys proudly read for their 

classmates and friends. Most stu-

dents chose an original poem, 

and some opted to recite a se-

lected favorite from the pieces 

by famous poets that they had 

learned in class. The boys’ gra-

cious appreciation was displayed 

by snapping their fingers at the 

conclusion of each boy’s rendi-

tion. 

When the boys came home with 

their poetry books in hand, there 

was another surprise awaiting 

them. Video clips of each student 

reading a poem had been 

emailed to their parents. 

Please enjoy a sampling of our 

original poetry selected from the 

writings of our talented students. 

We hope you enjoy. 

Poetry Prose 

These days at the Cheder, they seem to be “serving dinner” at all times of day and night! 

With our main fundraising event less than two weeks away, letters are being mailed, calls going out, choir 

songs practiced, videos being filmed, ads being entered, reservations being called in, and a beautiful pro-

gram being planned. 

Thanks to the tireless efforts of our dinner staff led by Rabbi Lazar and Mrs. Kaplan, and our parent volun-

teers led by Mr. Shaul Feinsod, Mrs. Cantor, Mrs. Gedzelman, & Mrs. Zarkhin, the work never seems to stop.  

But ה“ת  it is all for a great cause.. the חינוך of our children! 

If you have not yet made your reservation or placed your ad—PLEASE DO SO NOW. You can enter your 

reservation & ad at cliftoncheder.org or call the office and speak with Rabbi Kagan.  

Dinner Time... 
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My little dog named pup, 

Likes using my cup, 

My dad says its weird, 

That he shaved his old beard. 

Clerihew 

By: Orel Nadav, Third Grade 

I dreamed 

I was a horse pulling a carriage 

In Manhattan 

Walking along the road. 

Humble. 

I Dreamed Poem 

By: Yaakov Mordechai Shacham, First Grade 

Mountain ranges are cool, 

and that's why they rule. 

They go up so high, 

That people can almost touch the sky. 

There are good hiding places, 

with cool dark spaces. 

Couplet 

By: Binyomin Biser, 4th Grade 

Still Solitude 

Far beneath the ocean blue, 

I know a special place for you. 

The water is clear and fish swim by, 

happily, you lay down and sigh. 

 
The surface is so far from you, 

a playful kid is never blue. 

So many wonderful things reside down below, 

it’s a wonder more people don’t try to go. 

By: Yehuda Biser, Seventh Grade 

I dreamed 

I was myself 

Waiting on an Airbus A380 

Going from Hong Kong to                            
New Jersey. 

Bored. 

I Dreamed Poem 

By: Dovid Schwartz, First Grade 
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Snowflake 

White as my pillow. 

Fluffy as a cotton ball. 

Tiny as an ant. 

Shapely as a figure eight. 

Icy as a frozen pond. 

Simile 

By: Yehuda Davidovici, First Grade 

Spring 

Spring is so much fun, 

I could play all day under the sun. 

It’s a great time to play sports 

Basketball, Baseball, and all sorts. 

It’s so much fun to swing on swings 

Soaring high like you have wings. 

It’s one of my favorite seasons 

For many, many reasons. 

Oh, how I love the sun beating on me, 

Absolutely mercilessly. 

Hurray! Hurray! Spring is here, spring is 
there 

Spring is absolutely everywhere! 

Rhyming Poem 

By: Moshe Weinstock, Second Grade 

Soothing Sounds 

       The water streams down the river in a rush, 

It is as calm as a soothing hush. 

It sweeps over it like a brush 

as if it were as soft as slush. 
 

While the bees hum nearby, 

and the frogs croak with a sigh, 

watching the birds whistle high, 

as the fish say good-bye. 

By: Malkiel Magder, Seventh Grade 

Spring 

Spring is here, spring is there, 

Spring is everywhere. 

In spring I like to play, 

I could eat ice cream all day. 

I like spring because it is my birthday. 

In spring I see horses eating hay. 

Rhyming Poem 

By: Yair Wolf, Second Grade 



B ’ C h a d r e i  C h a d o r i m  P a g e  6  

Rick Nash, 

made a dash, 

for the puck, 

but he was stuck, 

then he struck, 

the man with the puck, 

and then he scored goals, 

in all the 5 holes. 

Couplet 

By: Yonasan Mathias, 4th Grade 

The Road to Darkness 

There’s an old dirt road 

that stretches across town 

ways to go; 

you can go up or down. 

You can continue going forward 

to the dark side of the city, 

or you can turn back 

to the light and the pretty. 

Something inside is pushing 

to go in the direction you roam,  

but deep down something is wanting 

to turn around and go back home. 

Something tells you 

 

you still have a chance to return 

to the smell and the warmth of your  

dwelling place. 

Turn away from the dark and  

heavy pollution 

don’t hide, stand up to the  

situation you face. 

All the time you are free 

to go back and return, 

but if you go down this road 

in the end you will burn. 

By: Nosson Tzvi Gedzelman, Seventh Grade 

Procrastination is a habit that can 
cause great oppression. 

It sneaks up and hits you with a  

detention session. 

Procrastination is my nature, but 
that is yet to change. 

But no one is going to change if 
their goal is out of range. 

Procrastination is a habit that can 
lead to sadness and  

depression. 

This habit's effects have taught me 
a great lesson. 

Limerick  

By: Chaim Pomerantz, Sixth Grade 
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Supper is when I eat my fill, 

Up and down and another spill. 

Pepperoni (vegetarian) flavored noodles,  

is the best thing to eat, 

Papa downs it down his throat, which is one 
big feat. 

Everyone likes supper, whether you are a 
girl or a boy, 

Ready to eat it, sit down and enjoy. 

Acrostic 

By: Shlomo Baer, Fifth Grade 

Daddy 

    Fun, joyful, caring, kind 

  Father of Alter Chaim Tzvi, Yosef Chai, Baruch 
Chai 

Who loves learning Torah and selling and singing 

Who fears Hashem 

Who give lots of tzedakah 

Who would not want me to fight  

with my brothers 

Resident of Baruchov 

Freestyle 

      By: Alter Chaim Tzvi Baruchov, 6th Grade 

         Writer’s Block 

          I have a mission to do 

          I just can’t get through. 

         There’s a brick wall in front of me, 

         And behind it I can’t see. 
 

    Neither can I climb this wall, 

    For it is so incredibly tall. 

     But wait, I have an idea that’s good, 

     I’ll use bricks and some wood. 
 

I’ll build a tall staircase with bricks 

And to get down I’ll use sticks. 

I’m the boy with an assignment to do, 

But my pen is not letting any ink through. 

    

 I really cannot think of anything, 

    When I get up it’s doing to be embarrass-
ing. 

    I am having a real writer’s block 

    And I can’t write about anything, not even 
a clock. 

 

Hey! My writer’s block just helped  

me write these lines, 

It looks good, sounds good, and even 
rhymes. 

By: Shlomo Schneider, Seventh Grade    
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Covey teaches that just as in a 

physical sense we need air for 

survival, in an emotional sense 

being heard and feeling under-

stood is vital to our existence. 

Rabbi Lazar cited sources both in 

the ע“ פרשי השו  and להתדיל the 

famed parenting book, How to 

Talk So Kids Will Listen, How to 

Listen So Kids Will Talk, showing 

both the need and the way to 

help in this ever important area.  

The Rebbeim learned about “the 

masks” that people, especially 

children, wear - deep down hop-

ing the adults in their lives will see 

through them & understand 

what they really are trying to say.  

When a boy says, for example, 

“Bar Mitzvos are so boring, I am 

not going” - he may really mean, 

“I am nervous I won’t have any-

one to sir near, etc.” 

April concluded with another 

growth oriented workshop pre-

sented to our Limudei Kodesh 

Staff by Rabbi Lazar, focused on 

the next one of Stephen Covey’s 

habits: SEEK FIRST TO UNDER-

STAND AND THEN BE UNDER-

STOOD. 

Covey teaches the importance 

of empathic listening, hearing 

people with your heart.  

Listening when others talk, not just 

to respond, but to learn their 

viewpoint allows us to understand 

one another in a meaningful 

way.  

Once again the Rebbeim left the 

In-Service Training with new skills 

that are making them into better 

educators and more caring peo-

ple.  

Do You Hear What I am Saying? 

- Rabbi Nosson and Morah Sara Adler (Early 

Care Teacher)  on the birth of a grandchild. 

- Mr. Allen on the marriage of his daughter. 

- Mr. and Mrs. Elchanan Milgraum on the birth 

of a baby girl. 

- Rabbi Daniel and Morah Rivkah Isaacs on the 

engagement of their  daughter, Sarah Liba. 

- Rabbi Mordechai Biser and Mrs. Devorah Biser 

on the hanachos tefilin of Yehuda.  

- Mr. and Mrs. Menachem Zarkhin on the Bar Mitzvah of Meir. It is a tremendous 

ששה  completed the entire תל ידים for the Cheder that one of our very own נחת

ה“תל וד תתלי אי on סיום We hope to be invited to Meir’s !סדרי  שנה ! 

- First grade on completing פרשת תראשית. 

- Fourth grade on completing פרשת יתרו. 

- Fifth grade on completing פרשת כי תשא. 

Mazel Tov To..  
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The most beautiful and stunning 

Thursday morning, May 7th, had 

Clifton Cheder Elementary Divi-

sion bustling with activity. Clifton 

Cheder was celebrating Lag B’o-

mer.  

1st and 2nd graders were treated 

to two creative Arts & Crafts pro-

jects. The first being a Lag B’o-

mer/Shavuos themed project, 

and the other being a ש יטה 

related project.  

A Lag B’Omer to Remember 
3rd through 7th graders headed 

to Latteri Park for organized 

sports. As the boys arrived, they 

were invited to join 1 of 4 sports: 

basketball, baseball, soccer or 

football. Once the boys made 

their decisions, each game was 

coached by a different Rebbe: 

Rabbis Seldowitz and Erlanger 

coached the basketball game, 

while Rabbi Reischer—soccer, 

Rabbi Silbermintz—basketball, 

and Rabbi Salzman—football. 

The atmosphere was positive 

and upbeat, enhanced by leb-

edike Lag B’omer music playing 

in the background.  

As lunchtime came around, 

Rabbi Kagan brought the ca-

tered BBQ styled meal to the 

park, enjoyed by the now hun-

gry talmidim.  
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A Lag B’Omer to Remember 



B ’ C h a d r e i  C h a d o r i m  P a g e  1 2  

A Lag B’Omer to Remember 
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A Lag B’Omer to Remember 
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- Rabbi Erlanger for sponsoring a new basketball hoop, and to Rabbi Wiederman for joining Rabbi Kagan 

in assembling it. 

- Mrs. Kister for her ongoing work on the Cheder’s beautiful website. 

- the Presberg family for donating a CD to the Kindergarten class in honor of Yossi’s fifth birthday. 

- the Schachner family for donating a book to Morah Ruthie’s Nursery class in honor of Ayala’s fourth birth-

day. 

- the Shaw family for donating play dough to the Kindergarten class in honor of Aryeh’s fifth birthday. 

- the Zarkhin family for donating a book to the Kindergarten class in honor of Yosef’s fifth birthday. 

Thank You To.. 

Rosh Chodesh Iyar was marked 

through the viewing of two differ-

ent enjoyable educational vide-

os.  

Talmidim in grades 1-3 watched 

The Living Torah Museum's Ani-

mals in Torah. The boys learned 

about the animals and their be-

haviors in a very exciting, Torahdik 

and up close way.  

Chofetz Chaim Heritage Founda-

tion’s latest release entitled Get-

ting it Together was shown to the 

older students, reinforcing the 

 .אחדות/of cohesiveness  ידה

During the presentation, the film 

was paused as questions were 

asked to the boys. (I.e. “Why do 

you think Yaakov just responded 

the way he did?” The boys really 

seemed to enjoy the lessons, en-

acted by boys just their age. 

Special thanks to Rabbi Erlanger 

for the arrangements and to the 

Mittels for providing yummy Rosh 

Chodesh brownies.  

Lessons Come Alive 

Condolences  To..  
Mrs. Devorah Katz and our Nursery student Batya on the sudden פטירה of Mr. Dovid Katz ה“ע . May ה“הקת  

send them the necessary strength at this very trying time.  
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As challenging as it is to not 

heed this request, and to let our 

kids stay out later and enjoy, we 

do have a responsibility to our 

children’s physical, emotional 

and academic success. Accord-

ing to the National Institute of 

Health (NIH, 2012) school aged 

children require 10-11 hours of 

sleep per night. This is critical for 

their healthy growth process. As 

a matter of fact, lack of sleep 

can increase certain medical 

conditions which have been 

linked to insufficient sleep and 

sleep disorders. These conditions 

include heart failure, heart dis-

ease, obesity, diabetes, high 

blood pressure, stroke or transient 

ischemic attack (mini-stroke), 

depression, and attention-deficit 

hyperactivity disorder (ADHD) 

(NIH, 2012). 

When I read this poem in grades 

one through four, I was surprised 

by the chil-

d r e n ’ s 

response. Many students could 

not relate. As a matter of fact, 

many reported going to sleep 

long after it is dark outside. How 

are our children getting the requi-

site 10-11 hours of R&R? 

Educators see the ramifications of 

too late bedtimes rather clearly. 

The students are inattentive, tired, 

irritable, or just “off their game.” 

The lessons take longer as the 

tired students struggle to keep 

up, or just to keep their eye lids 

from drooping and closing. 

While outdoor exercise and play 

are noted to have strong positive 

health benefits as well as social 

and emotional benefits, balance 

is key. Let’s give our children the 

advantage of finishing off the 

year on a strong note, with suffi-

cient playtime, exercise and 

sleep. 

By Mrs. Odelia Schlisser MEd. MSoc.  

General Studies Principal 

The weather is finally warm. The 

sun is shining late into the even-

ing, and the soft spring breeze is 

ruffling the new leaves and flow-

ers. It is challenging to get the 

kids to go inside to eat supper (or 

dare I say it - to do homework). 

“Why do I need to go to bed? It 

is still day! And I want to play!” 

reverberates around the neigh-

borhood. The school aged chil-

dren try to defy their parents for 

just a few more moments of out-

door bike riding, swinging, or ball 

play. Sounds familiar? 

This scene is seemingly universal. 

In the words of Robert Louis Ste-

venson : 

Bed in Summer 

In winter I get up at night 

And dress by yellow candle light. 

In Summer, quite the other way, 

I have to go to bed by day. 

 

I have to go to bed and see 

The birds still hopping on the tree, 

Or hear the grown-up peo-

ple’s feet 

Still going past me in the 

street. 

 

And does it not seem hard 

to you,  

When all the sky is clear and 

blue, 

 And I should like so much to 

play, 

To have to go to bed by day? 

Shhh, Sleeping Students?  

http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/hf
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/cad
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/obe
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/hbp
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/hbp
http://www.nhlbi.nih.gov/health/health-topics/topics/stroke
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Growing from Play in Early Childhood  
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Growing from Play in Early Childhood  
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Growing from Play in Early Childhood  
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Growing from Play in Early Childhood  
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The boys were treated to inspiring words, a special 

video, an interactive workshop and donuts.  This 

was followed by an up close and personal look at 

the cd/dvd production offices, video production, 

shipping department and library.  

A special stop on the tour was the WonderWords 

studio. Our boys were lucky enough to receive a 

behind the scenes understanding of the voices and 

affects that make this story phone line come alive. 

WonderWords is listened to by over 18,000 children 

a week! 

Before leaving, the boys had the zechus to hear an 

important message and bracha from the founder 

and director of CCHF, Mr. Michael Rothchild. 

As a parting gift, each boy received souvenirs which 

he happily took home in his hand as well as an im-

pression that will iy”h last him for life! 

Thank you to Rabbi Mathias for assisting with the 

transportation and chaperoning, and of course to 

Middos in the Making (continued from page 1) 
their super Rebbe, Rabbi Yosef Seldowitz. Our boys 

made such an outstanding קידוש ה‘  via their 

behavior, that not only did the staff of CCHF take 

note, but a discussion of the Cheder talmidim and 

their visit was featured on the national Wonder-

Words phone line! (To become a free Wonder-

Words member, see the attached flyers.) 
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Middos in the Making 





 

Registration Form 
Dear Parent/Guardian, 

WonderWords is a FREE phone line that children can call to hear great stories, inspirational 
interviews, and daily lessons!  By registering your child(ren), they will also be able to join fantastic 
WonderWords contests! 

Registration information will be used to contact them in the event that they win a prize. Once 
registered, your child will receive, via mail, his/her own pin # for use in accessing contest 
information. 

Name Yeshiva/School 

 

Boy/Girl Date of Birth Hebrew Birth Date* 
(used for verification) 

     

     

     

     

 

 

Address: _____________________________________  Phone Number: ________________________ 

      _____________________________________ 

Parent/ Guardian Name:_________________________________________ 

Parent/Guardian Signature:_____________________________________        Date:_______________________ 

 
 

Please fax form to:  
732-905-7943,   845-352-3605   or 718-838-3895 

 
Thank You, 
The WonderWords Team 
Chofetz Chaim Heritage Foundation 
 
* Providing the Hebrew birth date will make each pin number more secure for each child. 

 FAX IT IN TODAY! 



ד“בס  

Sunday, June 7, 2015 

ס ו       ‘ כ  
Tifereth Israel  

180 Passaic Ave. 
Passaic, NJ 

 
Boys Program at 9:30 a.m. 

Girls Program at 11:15 a.m. 

Please join us for our  
Pre-1A Siddur 

Celebrations 
Pre-1A Siddur  

Celebration 



 

 
הע"תש סיון, תמוז  / June ‘15 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Shabbos 
 טי 6 חי 5 זי 4 טז 3 טו 2 די 1  

 

 

Achievement Tests 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Achievement Tests 

 

Cheder Dinner 
6:30 p.m. 

 

Grades 5-7 & After Care: 
4 p.m. dismissal 

 

Achievement Tests 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Achievement Tests 

 
 
 
 

 
Mishmor - 7th Grade 

 
Achievement Tests 

 
 
 
 

 8:06 p.m. 

 בהעלותך פרשת

7 
 

 כ
 

 כא 8
 
 

 כב 9
 
 

10 
 

 11 כג
 

 כד

 
 

 כה 12
 
 

13 
 

 כו
 

 

Siddur Celebrations 
Pre1A Boys – 9:30 a.m. 
Pre1A Girls – 11:15 a.m.  

 

  
 
 

 
Mishmor - 7th Grade 

 
 

 8:10 p.m. 

 שלח פרשת
 שבת מברכים

14 
 

 כז
 

 17 כט 16 כח 15
 

 18 ל
 

 20 ב 19 א
 

 ג

 

 

 
 
 

Early Childhood: 
Last Day of School 

Elementary: 
Last Day of 

General Studies 

דר"ח תמוז 'א  
 

Elementary: 
Rosh Chodesh Assembly 

 

Elementary: 
Last Day of School 

12:30 Dismissal 
 

 

 ר"ח תמוזד 'ב
 
 
 
 
 
 

  8:13 p.m. 

 פרשת קרח
 

21 
 

 ו 23 ה 22 ד
 

24 
 

 25 ז
 

 27 ט 26 ח
 

 י

    

 

 
 8:14 p.m. 

 פרשת חקת

 

28 
 

 יא
 

  יג 30 בי 29
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