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“What an elegant af-

fair, “I left with such a 

good feeling about our 

school,” “Beautiful! 

What a special night it 

w a s , ” 

were just 

a few of 

the many 

c o m -

ments we 

received 

following 

the Che-

der’s 8th 

A n n u a l 

D i n n e r , 

this past 

Wednes-

d a y 

evening. 

A f t e r 

weeks and weeks of 

preparation, the await-

ed night had finally ar-

rive! Letters had been 

sent, invitations and 

brochures mailed out 

and it was finally time 

to join together to 

show our support for 

the Cheder. 

The Élan, a new up-

scale venue for our din-

ner, provided the am-

biance necessary for a 

classy evening. Com-

bined with the expert 

catering of L’Chaim 

Caterers, the food not 

only looked beautiful 

but tasted delicious.  

The evening began 

with a beautiful 

shmorgasboard of sushi 

and salads accompa-

nied by a frum harp 

p l a y e r ! 

Following 

 our מנחה

g u e s t s 

took their 

seats in 

the main 

ballroom 

( T h a n k  

you Mrs. 

N. Wilk for 

h e l p i n g 

make the 

t a b l e s 

look so 

b e a u t i -

ful), and 

were welcomed by the 

evening’s emcee, Mr. 

Jay Cantor.  

As the entrée was 

served, awards were 

presented to Rabbi 

and Mrs. Daniel and 
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A Night To Remember  (continued from page 1) 
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A Night To Remember  (continued from page 1) 

students with the ability and skills 

to be able to learn and the de-

sire and חשק to want to learn 

their whole lives through. 

As Rabbi Lazar thanked the out-

standing educational staff led 

by Mrs. Odelia Schlisser, General 

Studies Principal and Avodas 

Hakodesh awardee Mrs. Rivkah 

Isaacs, Director of Early Child-

hood, they received a standing 

ovation.  

So many people deserve recog-

nition making the dinner the suc-

cess that it was. The “In house” 

team was led by our administra-

tor Rabbi Yitzchak Kagan who 

saw to the myriad details of the 

fundraising monies and comput-

er input of both the reservations 

and journal ads. Mrs. C. R. 

Kaplan oversaw the detailed 

efforts of the many, many differ-

ent sets of mailing that went out 

to parents, grandparents, staff 

Rabbonim, and friends of the 

Cheder on top of the three dif-

ferent mailings to friends of each 

honoree. Mrs. Kaplan was ably 

assisted by Miss C. Schuster and 

Mrs. T. Goldfarb. 

Special thanks is due to our 

graphic designer Mrs. S. Wein-

stein of Winprints who went 

much beyond the call of duty, 

taking  very personal interest in 

the marketing and success of 

our dinner, from our professional 

brochure to our beautiful dinner 

stationary and striking invitations.  

Our volunteer committee con-

sisted of numerous mothers who 

assisted with the mailings and 

dinner phone calls. We appreci-

ate each and every one of their 

efforts. However, the lions share 

of the dinner work, from plan-

ning, organizing, e-mailing, work-

ing with the caterer, purchase of 

gifts, magnets, bentchers, seat-

ing, posters, etc. was carried by 

two very devoted Cheder 

mothers, Mrs. E. Cantor and Mrs. 

B. Zarkhin. Our מוסד is very 

fortunate for their level of dedi-

cation.  

This year’s dinner fundraising 

was immensely enhanced by 

the stunning color e-journal pro-

duced by our parents Rabbi 

and Mrs. Avrohom and Rivky 

Bergstein and transferred onto 

tablets for dinner table viewing 

by Mr. and Mrs. Yonason and 

Leba Bub. For those that would 

like to look through the journal 

ads, please go to the dinner link 

o n  o u r  w e b s i t e : 

www.cliftoncheder.org.  

Before closing his remarks, Rabbi 

Lazar made a הכרת הטות 

presentation to Mr. and Mrs. 

Menachem Zarkhin and Mr. and 

Mrs. Joel Gedzelman for shoul-

dering the monthly deficit ena-

bling each payroll to be paid in 

a timely fashion ה“ת . Mr. Zarkhin 

closed the evening by thanking 

Rabbi Lazar for being a real 

partner with the Board of Trus-

tees, not only in leading the ed-

ucational needs of the school 

but in taking such an active role 

in the execution & fundraising 

for the dinner -  a true partner in 

every way.  

On behalf of the Cheder, Rabbi 

and Mrs. Lazar were presented 

with a beautiful plaque to rec-

ognize their efforts.  

Thank you to all those who sup-

ported our Cheder and to those 

who took out the time to attend 

the dinner. 

We look forward to next year’s 

event - hopefully in  ירושלים עיר

 !הקודש

Rivkah Isaacs and Dr. and Mrs. 

Alex and Riki Kushnir. Rabbi 

Isaacs spoke about how much 

the Cheder is part of his family’s 

life and Dr. Kushnir highlighted 

how much his children love at-

tending school. 

The evening continued with our 

over 20 boys performing uplifting 

songs, harmonies and all in the 

Cheder Boys’ Choir led by our 

very own talented Pre 1A Co-

Rebbe, Rabbi Yossi Fried. So 

many of the guests commented 

what a beautiful job the boys 

did and how moving their sing-

ing was, dressed in their שתת best 

adorned with light up black bow 

ties. 

Following the choir Mr. and Mrs. 

Shaul and Elisheva Feinsod, our 

guests of honor were given their 

award. Mr. Feinsod told the over 

180 assembled guests how the 

Cheder changed the lives of his 

family with its loving atmosphere 

and supportive nature. Although 

he wished for his sake the Che-

der remains small, he declared 

that it is time to let the secret of 

the Cheder out in the communi-

ty at large, allowing other fami-

lies to gain for their children the 

benefits he has received for his.  

As the main course was served, 

Rabbi Lazar addressed the din-

ner guests with a meaningful 

thought from the ה דה של פסח. 

With reflection of the recorded 

question of the תן החכם—and the 

answer given to him, woven to-

gether with a משל of a lost prince 

wandering on a dark rainy night, 

Rabbi Lazar deduced an im-

portant lesson in חינוך. It may not 

be proper to answer all the 

questions children have, but we 

must assist them in wanting to 

become “independent creative 

thinkers.” We must provide our 

A Night To Remember  (continued from page 3) 
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- “ ‘ה  was always alive—it’s hard for us to understand. Even for big צדיקים.” 

- “Rebbe, I could tell you the whole purpose of life, should I tell you? To re-read the whole entire תורה. 

Because the מלאך taps you and you forget everything.” 

- “My mother is a ‘She’  - is your mother a ‘She’? 

Quotable Quotes: Pre1A Boys 

such  an expression of Kiddush Hashem!! Not 

only are we proud of our students, most im-

portantly, Hashem is so proud of them too! By 

behaving in the beautiful way they did, it 

was testimony to the fact that the learning 

done does not only stay in the classroom, but 

it follows along into our outside lives as well.  

Recently, our 3rd and 4th graders went ice-

skating. A great time was had by all. As 

they were leaving, a women who was a 

guest at the rink as well approached Rabbi 

Erlanger and commented “Ya know, your 

boys are so well behaved and fine!” 

What nachas it was, to be able to witness 

Kiddush Hashem on the Ice 

dents that have strong doubts 

regarding their capabilities tend 

to decrease their efforts or give 

up when faced with obstacles 

(Bandura & Schunck, 1981). 

As a matter of fact, one’s per-

ceptions of his/her ability has 

been demonstrated to be a 

more accurate prediction of 

performance than ability alone 

(Hendrick & Hendrick, 2005). 

These self judgments influence 

how students think, motivate 

themselves and behave 

(Bandura, 1995). One’s belief in 

their abilities to master academ-

ic activities affects their aspira-

tions, level of interest, and suc-

cess in school (Alfassi, 2003).  

The research demonstrates that 

academic self efficacy is signifi-

cantly correlated with grades, 

schoolwork, classroom assign-

ments, homework, tests, reports, 

and essays. A student’s belief 

regarding his capabilities may 

more accurately predict his mo-

tivation and academic achieve-

By Mrs. Odelia Schlisser,  

General Studies Principal 

Efficacy is defined as the power 

to produce a desired result or 

effect (Miriam Webster Diction-

ary, 2013). A topic that has re-

ceived considerable attention in 

the worlds of Psychology and 

Education is that of promoting 

healthy self efficacy amongst 

children and students. Self effi-

cacy is the measure of the belief 

in one’s own ability to complete 

tasks and reach goals. In other 

words, children who believe they 

can, and work toward goals 

they set for themselves, have a 

greater likelihood of achieving 

success. 

When it comes to scholastic at-

tainment, self efficacy is an inte-

gral component. Students that 

possess this belief in their aca-

demic capabilities exert greater 

effort to master the task. These 

students approach challenges 

more assuredly and their skills are 

enhanced (Bandura, 1992). Stu-

ment than any other psycholog-

ical construct (Alfassi, 2003). 

Success raises self efficacy, 

while failure, especially reoccur-

ring failure can lower it 

(Bandura, 1997). 

“The practical application [of 

this research] is that for students 

to be academically adept they 

need to have both the ‘will’ and 

the ‘skill’. They need to be 

equipped not only with the 

knowledge and skills but also 

with efficacy beliefs and intrinsic 

interest” (Alfassi, 2003). 

It is up to parents and educators 

to join forces to build on chil-

dren’s successes, and promote 

healthy self efficacy in the chil-

dren. Efforts to create environ-

ments both in and out of school 

that feel safe to the child, and 

are conducive to exploration 

and growth have been found to 

be influential in enhancing effi-

cacy beliefs.  

Towards Greater Self Efficacy 
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Our Early childhood Department 

has been studying about Bra-

chos.  

Our Toddlers made their own 

homemade applesauce. The 

steps included: washing the ap-

ples, peeling them, chopping 

them (a favorite for everyone!), 

putting them in the pot, adding 

water, sprinkling cinnamon, and 

then cooking them (at Morah 

Leah’s house).  Everyone got to 

eat the homemade treat; the 

children even got to share their 

healthy snack with Morah Riv-

kah! 

In Nursery the children made 

their own orange juice with a 

manual juicer. Each child juiced 

their own orange and got to 

drink the juice they squeezed. 

The students experienced for 

themselves that squeezing juice 

can be hard work.  

Our Kindergarten talmidim and 

talmidos learned all about the 

Bracha of Ha’adama. We make 

Ha’adama on things that grow 

from the ground including: cu-

cumbers, peppers, carrots, po-

tatoes, sweet potatoes, celery, 

radishes, zucchini, butternut 

squash, green beans, tomatoes, 

lettuce, onions…  We also make 

Ha'adama on French fries, pick-

les and potato chips! Our kinder-

garteners made and ate a deli-

cious vegetable soup! They also 

made a paper “Ha’adama 

man” out of various pictures of 

Ha’adama foods. 

The Pre1A Boys actually studied 

the meaning of תרכות. They 

learned that תרוך אתה can’t 

mean, blessed are you, does 

Hashem need our bracha?! Ra-

ther it means, תרוך, all bracha, all 

good in the world,  אתה comes 

from You, מלך העולם, King of the 

world. Additionally, Hashem is 

continuing to create every day 

and every second. The boys 

talked about the importance of 

saying the words slowly and 

clearly. Just like we don’t talk to 

someone and say our words 

very fast, in a way which they 

can’t understand, all the more 

so Hashem to Whom we are 

thanking and asking for things. A 

bracha before is to ask permis-

sion to eat and the bracha after 

is to thank Hashem. 

As a concluding treat for this 

unit the Pre1A Boys went to the 

Mittel’s Bakery where they 

made their very own חלות and 

hamantaschen! 

Separately, the Mittels hosted 

the Pre1A Girls, too, who even 

got to see 

what it feels 

like to “be 

dough” in a 

giant mixing 

bowl! 

Brachos Come Alive! Brachos Come Alive! 
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year the boys have become 

comfortable using a one hun-

dred chart. They put these skills 

to use after completing the 

grouping, by ascertaining that 

the total was indeed one hun-

dred. 

Perhaps the favorite activity of 

the day was the Popsicle tally. 

Our eager first graders have 

kept a careful tally, along with 

their teacher Mrs. Fleischer, of 

every day that they learned in 

school together. This past Tues-

day was day one hundred of 

General Studies sessions. In hon-

or of the occasion Mrs. Fleischer 

arranged a day of fun filled 

math activities. 

Every boy was asked to bring in 

one hundred of a selected item. 

Some of the popular choices 

included chocolate chips, art 

gems, and Lego blocks. The stu-

dents each had a surprise num-

ber taped under their desk, and 

they were instructed to group 

the items according to that 

number. Over the course of the 

100th Day 
Each boy received a Popsi-

cle and was instructed to 

tally each and every lick, in 

groups of ten, on a chart. 

The totals ranged from 86 

licks (Moshe Weinstock), to 

1,053 (Aron Shapiro). The 

average number was 314 

licks and the mean was 278. 
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Early Childhood Purim fun at the Cheder 



Avadim hayinu, hayinu….. If you heard the sound of banging away it was our preschoolers hard at work…. 

reenacting the story of Yetzias Mitzrayim... From building pyramids to the crossing  Yam Suf, to sitting at the 

seder table, our preschoolers danced and sang their way through it all! Morah Noami from Eretz Yisroel 

came and led us on this musical adventure. Thank you to our Cheder N’shei for sponsoring this wonderful 

Early Childhood event! 

Avadim Hayinu… Vayotzienu Hashem 
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 פרנס היום
Thank you to the Kramer family for sponsoring a day 

of learning on Tuesday, April 1st, לזכות  ,ראש חודש ניסן

 for Refael Mordechai Hillel ben רפואה שלמה

Shoshana.  

Sheilas Hashavua: 
On seeing which 3 stones does one recite the ברכה of 

 ?ברוך שעשה ניסים לאבותנו במקום הזה

Last issue’s question and answer: 

Q:  

What pasuk do we say every day in 
davening that begins and ends with the 

same three words, in the same order? 
 

A:  

“ אלקיכם‘ אני ה”  in the last פסוק of קריאת שמע. 
[The added word ”אמת“  is not found in 
the תורה but is actually the 1st word of 

the תרכה that follows שמע, either אמת ויציו 
or אמת ואמונה.] 

Sheilas Hashavua 

Name:__________________________________ 

Rebbe:___________________Grade:_______ 

Answer:_________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

________________________________________ 

Assistance given by: 

________________________________________ 

Reminder! You may receive assistance from anyone who  

is not a student or a staff member at the Cheder! 

Mazel Tov To..  

Thank You To.. 
- the Shacham family for donating a book to the 

Nursery class in honor of Dovid’s 4th birthday, and 

for donating  a game to the Pre1A Boys class in 

honor of Yaakov Mordechai’s 6th birthday.  

- the Lazar family for purchasing two Radio Flyer 

Steer ‘N Stroll Coupe riding toys for the Early Child-

hood students in honor of Morah Rivkah Isaacs. 

- the many Cheder families who 

participated in the Box tops for Edu-

cation program. Our school recent-

ly received $186.00 for your efforts.  

- 4th grader Shlomo Baer who spent 

his free time over Purim raising needed funds for the 

Cheder. May the $180 that Shlomo collected bring 

him the זכות of “life” of תרכה and הצלחה. We 

appreciate your dedication! - Rabbi Ruven Salzman (6th grade Rebbe) and 

family on the birth of a baby boy! 

- Mr. and Mrs. Vadim and Luda Shulman and fami-

ly on the birth of a baby girl! 

Sheimos Alert 
Although great care was taken to ensure that no 

 ,would be showing on our school brochure שם ה'

mailed to you with your dinner invitation, inadvert-

ently one did slip through. Please treat this bro-

chure with the respect due to שמות containing the 

4 letter name of ה‘ . 

Our apologies, Rabbi Lazar 




